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First Lesson                     Ecclesiasticus 44:1-10,13-14 
 
Let us now praise famous men, and our fathers in their generations.  The Lord apportioned to 
them great glory, his majesty from the beginning.  There were those who ruled in their 
kingdoms, and were men renowned for their power, giving counsel by their understanding, 
and proclaiming prophecies; leaders of the people in their deliberations and in understanding 
of learning for the people, wise in their words of instruction; those who composed musical 
tunes, and set forth verses in writing; rich men furnished with resources, living peaceably in 
their habitations-all these were honored in their generations, and were the glory of their 
times.  There are some of them who have left a name, so that men declare their praise.  And 
there are some who have no memorial, who have perished as though they had not lived; they 
have become as though they had not been born, and so have their children after them.  But 
these were men of mercy, whose righteous deeds have not been forgotten.  Their posterity 
will continue for ever, and their glory will not be blotted out.  Their bodies were buried in 
peace, and their name lives to all generations. 
 
 
Psalm 149           807 
 
 Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song;* 
 sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 
 
Let Israel rejoice in his Maker;* 
 let the children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
 
Let them praise his Name in the dance;* 
 let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp. 
 
For the Lord takes pleasure in his people* 
 and adorns the poor with victory. 
 
Let the faithful rejoice in triumph;* 
 let them be joyful on their beds. 
 

Let the praises of God be in their throat* 
 and a two-edged sword in their hand; 
 
To wreck vengeance on the nations* 
 and punishment on the peoples; 
 
To bind their kings in chains* 
 and their nobles with links of iron; 
 
To inflict on them the judgment decreed;* 
 this is glory for all his faithful people.  Hallelujah! 
 
Second Lesson                Ephesians 1: 15-23 
 
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 
the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,  that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of 
revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who 
believe, according to the working of his great might which he accomplished in Christ when 
he raised him from the dead and made him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in that which is to come; and he has put all things under his feet 
and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills all in all. 
 
Gospel               Luke 6: 20-26 
 
Jesus looked up at his disciples and said: "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 
kingdom of God. "Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. "Blessed are 
you who weep now, for you will laugh. "Blessed are you when people hate you, and when 
they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that 
day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors 
did to the prophets. "But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
"Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. "Woe to you who are laughing now, 
for you will mourn and weep. "Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their 
ancestors did to the false prophets. 


